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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed on August 14, 2006. Claims 1- 
22 are pending. Claims 1, 2, 8, 9, 15 and 16 are amended. Claims 7 and 11-14 are 
cancelled. Claims 1-22 represent system and method for selecting an external user 
interface using spatial information. 



2. EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

George Macdonald, the attorney in record, gave authorization for this Examiner's 
Amendment over the telephone during an interview. 

Claims 1,15 and 16 are amended. 

Claim 7 is cancelled, and its entirety was added in claims 1,15 and 16. 
In claim 8, line 1 , please replace "7" with "1". 

In claim 1 , please delete "and" in (line 5); and insert after "the first defined control 
grid" (line 15) — ; accessing control grid position information for the machine; 
obtaining position information for a second external processor; and using the 
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control grid position information and the external processor or the second 
external processor based upon the position of each of the external processor and 
the second external processor 

In claim .15, please delete "and" (line 5); and insert after "the first defined control 
grid" (line 17) means for accessing control grid position information for the 
first machine; means for obtaining position information for a second external 
processor; and means for using the control grid position information and the first 
external processor or the second external processor based upon the position of 
each of the first external processor and the second external processor 

In claim 16, please delete "and" (line 7); and insert after "the first defined control 
grid" (line 16) — ; accessing control grid position information for the machine; 
obtaining position information for a second external processor; and using the 
control grid position information and the external processor or the second 
external processor based upon the position of each of the external processor and 
the second external processor 

Please replace "a machine or the machine" with "a first machine or the first 
machine" in all the claims. 

Please replace "an external processor or the external processor" with "a first 
external processor or the first external processor" in all the claims. 

Claims 11-14 are cancelled. 
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3. Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-6, 8-10 and 15-22 are allowed. 

5. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1 .109 and M.P.E.P. 1302.14, the following is an 
Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance: 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest individually or in combination the 
claimed limitations of "using the control grid position information and the external 
processor position information in determining whether an external processor is in the 
control grid of a machine, and only if the external processor is located in the control 
grid of the machine, transferring user interface control of the machine to the external 
processor, wherein the machine is located in a space that includes a floor that can be 
referenced in dimensional coordinates and the control grid corresponds to a defined 
area of the floor in proximity to the machine that is a subset of the space and the 
•effective positioning area of the positioning system and wherein the space includes a 
second machine having an associated second defined control grid in proximity to the 
second machine that does not overlap with the first defined control grid; accessing 
control grid position information for a the second machine; obtaining position information 
for a second external processor; and using the control grid position information and the 
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external processor position information in determining whether to give priority of control 
to the external processor or the second external processor based upon the position of 
each of the external processor and the second external processor." as in claims 1,15 
and 16 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

6. Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to El Hadji Sail whose telephone number is (571)272-4010. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00am-6:00pm w/ first 
Fridays off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAiR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

El Hadji Sail 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2157 




